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WHO (JE ARE AND HOV WE ELERGED 


Our group is composed of workers of varying political backgrounds. 
Some of our people have been in the movement for more than a quarter of a 
contury, having joined the American Socialist Party in 1912, splitting with 
the Left ‘ling in 1919 which formed the American Communist Party, moved from 
the C.P. to the Trotsky organization, from Trotsky to the Left-Trotskyite 
Revolut tionary ‘Jorkers League (Ochlorites) and then to political independence 
to form the nuclcus for our group. Others skipped a fow stages and came «i+ 
rectly from thé Trotsiyites or from the Reilelea, Otce imto our group. Our ecx- 
norisnces wore varicd out gradually from one angle or another we all came to 
the conclusion that the leaders of the current organizations within the wor- 
king class were liars and decvivers, Our paths merged around this understand- 
inge Sometimes it was a personal experionce which first lcd to this path, 
sometimes it was a ciffesence with these opportunist leaders over a sharp 
political point; the oxperience varied with the individual, Our basic dc- 
velopment, howover, was marked by a definite political and organizational 
pattern and can be traced by certain landmarks, 


When the Stalin international turned over the German workers to Hitler 
in 19335 a a group of workers in tho American Communist Party left that organi- 
gation and undertook a conscientious study of the history ef theo Comintern. 
That study was the original basis for the foundation of what is now the 
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ee definitely cstablished that Stalin's organization was dedicated 
to prevonting any § ronuine revolutiLonary movement by the prolctcriat, our wor- 
kers then foll into the trap of belicving thst the Trotsky organization was, 
the revolutionary o opnosition to Stalinism. Tho verbal and physica al attacks 
of the Stalin international against tho Trotskyites was a strong cmotional 
facsbor in this belicf, Dut a fow months after these workers affiliated 7th 
ths Trotsky organization in the United States (then called "Communist Leaguc 
oi ea Amorics") PTOGSKY Camo, OUL ATL lO eL0vol YOCValuauLOnsOt auho ne actionary 
Second Intornational ("The French Turn") and gave .a thooretical motivation 
for vhat Later develoned into a world tide ventry into the parties of the Se- 
cond International. iJhile the true undo rl ying moaning of this move vas not 
thon understood by us, the opnortunist nature of Trotwsky's proposition was 
quite obvious, In the ensuing Split in tho Trotsky organization, our pcople 
Sided with the Oshlor-Starm-Basky faction which oppose .d the Fronch fume ‘The 
Ochler led faction wes organized into the’ Revolutionary Vorkers League in 1935 
ae stood on the sround that Tnotshky wes a roevolutionist util his wecvaluation 

tho Second Internztional in 193h, 


Once separatcd from Trotsky Eta aS cap th basic Trotskyist po- 
litical Tins of Ochler-Stamm clearly came to vin The Trotsky charactcri- 
Zaivaon of Stalinism as’ “burocratic ccntrism" Was ane over by tho R.ii.L. leae 
dors and Later was modified in the formula that Stalinism reproesentcd: a now 
historic form of reformism. In covery day propaganda, the Reels loaders pre= 
sented the Stalinist lenders as moldng "crrors" and not as conscious criminals. 
THE Revise LORdCrS Explicitly rejectcd a line of orientation toward the van- 
guard workers as the basis for building a ey party. The workers 
who eventually crystallized our tendency advocated the vanguard orientation 
and evaluated Stalinism as a consciously criminal foree. These workers hold 
that in the exposure of opportunism, primarily Stalinism, lay the path for 
the building of a revolutionary jorty, As a result of the onsuing split, the 
Leninist League was formed in 1937. 


See 


Ivaluating the political lessons from the tie of withdrawal from the 
Stalin orvanization through the separation with the R.li.L, we published a book 
entitled "Stalin, Trotsky or Lenin" by George liarlen, We also began the publi- 
cation of a periodical entitled "In Defense of Bolshevism" as well as a number 
of namphlets dealing with various theoretical problems confronting tho advanced 
workers, In October 1939 the nane of our publication was changad to THE BUL- 
“BTIN and in 1946 we added a supplementary magazine called POLITICAL COR BS- 
PONDENCE. 


Meanwhile, our investigation was developing and we unearthed the start- 
ling fact that Trotsky was a collaborator of Stalin and played a key role in 
the burocratic deveclonment in Russia {ie finally came to the understanding 
that Trotskzvism wes but an offshoot of Stalinism. This not only moved us fur- 
ther from the Trotsky system but sharpenea our understonding of the role of 
the Ochlerites and othor Left-Trotsky groups who stood on the ground that 
Trotsky wes a revolutionist until the "French Turn", or until 1928, as the now 
defunct Stamm group hel.d when it split from the R.W.L. in 1939. 


Once begun on the task of unearthing the roots of the Stalin develop- 
mont, the course of our investigation invariably led back to the very origins 
of the Russian burocratic Workers State, We have discovered a wealth of ma- 
terial showing that the seed of burocratism and nationalism which led to the 
Stalin development was, originally planted by the Bolshevik leaders themselves. 
All the top Bolshevik leaders definitely manifested Russian nationalism in 
their ideolozy and -built ‘their organizition on-burocratic lines, “These twin 
diseases, burocratism and nationalism, were carried over by the Bolshcvik lcad- 
ers into the new state formation ushered in by the October Revolution of 1917. 
A study of the relationship of buroerntism and notionalism to the liarxist movc- 
mont from its very foundation is currontly occupying the attention of various 
workers in our group. As this matorial is collected in a form suitable for 
public vie; “it Will be-nresented to the morkine -class; 


WHAT <2 DO 


The LRP aims to crystallize the programmatic foundation for a revo- 
lutionary party in tho United States and a revolutionary international. In 
pursuance of this aim tho VikP présonts a system of ideas for the fight against 
capita’ism, exposing the policy of i:porielism and the policics of all oppor- 
tunist organizations within the working class, Inasmuch as the advanced wor- 
kers are the key in the struggle against imperialism, the immediate aim of 
the LRP is to enlighton these workors on the nature of the pscudo-revolution- 
ary organizations now misloading them. Those workers must form the nuclous 
for a revolutionary narty which will really struggle to liberxte the toiling 
masses from every form of oppression. The ideas presented in tho organs of 
the LEP come into direct conflict with Stalinism, Trotskyisn, Left-Trotsyism, 
Social Democracy, Anarchism, and all the other opportunist currents operating 
in the warking class 

The RP exposes the Stalinist burocracy as the chicf betrayer within 
tho ranks of the proletariat. The potency of this counter=rovolutionary force 
is due to its identification with the October Revolution specifically and the 
idea of »roletarian revolution generally 


Apting as the chicf prop of Stolinism ts the Prothky tondency idhith’ is 
the main fofcé operating among the revotutionnary anti-Stalin minded workors, 
This is duc to the falsified tradition that Trotsky fought to remove the Sta- 
linist burocracy., The “LRP thorcfore combats the Trotskyists as a necessary 
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preliminary for the destruction of the Stalinist hold on the advanced sections 
of the proletariat, 


The opportunist leaders have organized a sentiment of hero worship a- 
round the names of liarx, Engels, and Lenin, These men have been deified and 
their works paimed off as the bible of the proletariat. In this opportunist 
system of politics it is enough to prove that Harx or Engels supported a cer- 
tain line for it to be accepted as correct and in the best interests of ‘1° 
proletariat, The doctrine of papal infallibility has been introduced into the 
liarxist system, The purpose is to deaden the mind of the proletariat anc to 
win blind obedience to the current misleaders who present themselves as h.arxist 
leaders, The WLRP unequivocally repudiates this ideology of hero worship as 
contrary to the interests of the proletariat. Myths of the past are used to 
paralyze the brain of the living. Thus, as part of our fight to clear the path 
toward genuine revolutionary policy, we lay bare the truth of the past as well 
as of the present. In line with breaking with the established custom of hero 
worship we abandoned the’ name Leninist League, 


In the course of our theoretical struggle we have agreed on the fol- 
lowing principles which as a whole diffcrentiate us from all other organizations 
and tendencies, 


WHERE ‘EB STAND 


l- We are for the building of a revolutionary proletarian party as the 
indispensable weapon for the overthrow of capitalism. This party must-remain 
politically and organizationally independent at all times, 


We reject as opportunist the building or support to any non-revolution- 
ary party- Labor Parties, Farmer=-Labor Parties, Support to such parties is 
the position of Social Democracy, of the Stalinist burocracy at one time or 
another, and of the Trotskyites,. 


2- We are for the linc of proletarian-léd revolution in colonial and 
semi-colonial areas, Only the international rule of the proletariat can solve 
the tasks of the colonial masses and free them from the imperialist yoke, 


Ye arc opposed to any support to bho malogboal bourgeoisie or any concession 
to the false idea that the colonial bourgeoisie can scriously fight imperialism 
The colonial capitalists are supported by imperialism, Social Democracy, Sta~ 
linism, and Trotskyism, the latter in the form of "critical support." From 
1937 to 1945, for example, the Trotskyites applicd a line of "critical support" 
to Chiang Kai-shek, The Left-Trotskyite line (ReWsle) favored the policy of 
“marching scparately and ‘striking together" with Chiang Kaieshek, implying that 
colonial puppets of imperialism strike against imperialism in some form or other. 


kw Yio are for the abolition of all hational and racial repression and 
versccution. This can only be accomplished by the revolutionary struggle a- 
gainst capitalism, 


We reject as a harmful utopia any attempted solution of the National 
and Minority questions within the context of imperialist class relations. (Na- 
tional Home for the Jews in Palestinc, self determination for oppressed nation- 
alities under capitalism, etc.) 


h- We are for the exposure of opportunists and destruction of their 
influence, ‘Ve call for an uncompromising fight against opportunism in all 


alle 


forms at all times with no moratoriums during election or any other periods. 
The only zovernnent we will evor support is a government democratically con= 
trolled by the workers with a policy of building international socialism, 


We are against any support to opportunist organizations or opportunist— 
minded individuals in elections, ‘The opportunists support governments led by 
labor opportunists or capitalists. ‘“(Trotskyism, depending upon country of ope- 
ration, calls for clectoral support to Social Democracy, Stalinism, trade union 
fakers, In England, virtually all opportunist forces lined up behind the Labor 
Party in the General Election in 195.) 


5- vie are for the exposure and unmasking of all labor fakers misleading 
the unions and other workers' organizations; for replacing the capitalist mili- 
tary machine by a workers! militic . This latter perspective is possible only 
under the democratic revolutionary rulo of the working class, 


Such schemes es the Trotskyite proposal for''Trade Union Control of ~ - ~ 
Military Training" is a reactionary snare and delusion, 


6- Ve are for the slogan of Vorkers Control of Production but this is 
possible only under democratic prolctarian State rule. 


“e expose the slogan of “orkers Control of Production under capitalism 
as nure demagogy,. This was originally introduced by Social Democracy; it is 
supported at one period or another by the Stalinist burocracy and by the Trots- 
kyites, 


7- le are for: Vorkers Rovolutionary Councils as the organs of democratic 
proletarian political power, 


Ve are against the slogan of Constitucnt Assembly at any and all times 
since this institution is an organ of bourgeois rule. The position for a Con- 
stituent Assembly is supported by the bourgeoisie, Social Democracy, Stalinism 
and Trotskyism, The Left Trotskyites are for support to this slogan undor 
certain "conditions," 


8- Vie are for a orkers Government on the basis of proletarian rule 
guided politically by the proletarian revolutionary party and Based on free 
and democratic rule by the workers vith all officials elected and subject to 
recall from below, 


Ve are against "Vorkers Governmonts" or “\,orkors and Farmers Governments" 
when they mean governments composed by a coalition of opportunist parties on 
the basis of a capitalist state. This was the type of government sot up by the 
Stalinists and Social Democrats in Germany in 1923 which betrayed the revolution 
At present the ‘Jorkers Government freud is supported by Social Democracy, Stalin- 
ism and Trotskyism, 


9- Vie define the class nature of a state by the form of property pres 
vailing in the economy. In Russia the cconomy is proletarian in form duc to 
the predominance of nationalized property. However, the Russion proletariat 
does not rule due to the political domination of the counter-revolutionary Stae 
‘inist burocracy. The burocratic and nationalistic Stalin regime consciously 
operates to prevent proletarian revolution abroad in order to preserve its 
stolen power in Russia. The revolutionary proletarian line in Russia is to 
remove and destroy the Stalin burocracy and to introduce democratic proletarian 
rele and a revolutionary internationalist line. The Russian nationalist Workers 


nse 


State is an obstacle to Socialism and therefore must be removed by the revo~ 
lutionary proletariat. At one or another point our line on the Russian ques- 


roee conflicts basically with all other currents within the working class as 
Ollows: 


The Stalinist line is to palm off Russia as a Socialist paradise and 
to hold up the Stalin regime as proletarian rule. The Cannon Trotskyites ad- 
vocate unconditional defense of this Stalinist burocracy when the latter is in 
military conflict with the imperialists. The Ochlerite Left—Trotskyites call 
for marching separately and striking together with the Stalinist burocracy, 
thereby renouncing the idea that the overthrow of the Stalinist burocracy by 
the proletariat is a precondition to a real struggle against imperialism, The 
Shachtman Trotskyites, like the Social Democracy on one hand and some ultra- 
lefts on the other, define the class nature of the Sovict Union by the form 
of political rule and not by the form of property prevailing, 


10- \ie are for the following principles as guiding lines for proletarian 
state rule as safeguards against burocratism: 


a) The state administrative apparatus to be composed exclusively of 
elected officials for reasonable specified terms, 


b) Absolute guarantee of recall at any time by the worker clectors 
of officials from the lowest to the highest offices in the government, 


ce) The function of the Revolutionary Party is political guidance not 
technical administration, Political leaders must be elected but such leaders 
are not to take over state administrative functions, unless specially qualificd, 


d) Elimination of burocracy, police and standing army which is separated 
from the workers. 2 


a) The arming of the masses and the formation of a toilers! militia. 


f) A safoguard against the establishment of a privileged officialdom 
through levelling pay of all functionarics to that of a competent workers! wages 


g) Vorkers! Control over Production, 


The above-stated principles have been arrived at on the basis of the 
study of the Russian Revolution, The organization of power in Russia proceedad 
along the linc of establishing the system of appointisents for office, and since 
no specified terms were stipulated, some of the officials remained in office for 
life, as Stalin in the post of General Secretary, The Bolshevik leaders insti- 
tuted a system of individual dictators in factories, of bribing bourgeois spe- 
cialists, of high pay to State functionaries and exercised recall only from 
aboves The entire policy, domestic and forcign, was geared to the interests 
of the Russian national burocracy and for the preservation of its State powers, 


ll- At this moment of history beth the inperialist and Stalinist led 
forces are equally guilty of driving towards wan. ‘The WLRP stands on revo~ — 
lutionary internationalism and therefore rejects any support to the imperialist 
or Stalinist burocracy. In the present division of the vorld between the 
Stalinist camp on the one hand and the American-British camp on the other, we 
expose both forces and advocate their overthrow, Along these lines, we con- 
flict with all other tendencies directly or indirectly supporting one of these 


camps as follovs: 
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The official Trotskyites who advocate unconditional defense of the 
Soviet Union; the Left-Trotskyites who call for marching separately and 
striking together with the Stalinist-led forces; the Social Democracy and 
all variations of this current openly lining up behind imperialism and the 
Shachtman Trotskyites who advocate critical support to imperialist agents 
(Wikolajezyk, etc.). The WLRP unequivocally combats the influence of such 
tendencies as part of its struggle against imperialism and Stalinism. 
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A SgnLis OF PALS POSITIONS IN THO i.ANIFESTO 


Few docunents in the history of political literature have made such a 
tremendous and lasting impression as the lianifesto of the Communist Party by 
liarx and bngels, It is apropos at the centennial of this work to review in 
brief its theoretical and tactical aspects and determine whether the ideas it 
contains have stood the test of time, 


It is a much obscured fact that many of the critical ideas in the 
wlanifesto did not originate with ilarx and Engels but were taken by them from 
the Utopian Socialist literature of their day, A brief description of the 
value in that literature appears in the llanifesto, "But these socialist and 
communist publications contain also a critical clement, They attack every 
principle of existing society. Hence they are full of the most valuable ma- 
terials for the emancipation of the working class," 


By 1817 politico-economic analysis had reached a fairly high level, 
The next phase was the assembling and perfecting the correct criticism and 
conclusions scattered in the works of the great Utopians and their sifted 
disciples. In a sense the precursor of the Communist lianifesto was the :lani- 
feste de la democratie written by Victor Considerant in I8h3 which contains 
some of the ideas which liarx and Engels incorporated into their work, 


The ilanifcsto however, is a distinct advance over all the Utopian works 
in that it Turmishes a clear view of the Sevolopment of the class struggle to 
its resolution which is the passing of socicty to a higher stage with classes 
vanishing together with all political powcr, 


Profound as the work is in many respects, it contains a scrics of 
false tactical positions which, if allowed to stand, constitute a great danger 
to the proletariat, In Section 2 of the lianifesto its authors declare: 


"The immediate aim of the Communists is the same as that of all other prelc- 
terken. parties: Formation of the proletariat into a class, overthrow of 
the bourgcois supremacy, conquest of political power by the proletariat." 


Obviously inapplicable in the present epoch, this proposition in the 
ilanifesto was also inapplicable at the time it was written, because in 187, 
except for the Communist Longue for which the Jianifesto was written, no orga- 
nization within the working class sect out to achicve the "conquest of political 
nower by the prolctariat." In. the above citation, uarx-slurred over the basic 
division between the Communist League and all the other political organizations, 


Another false thesis in the lianifesto is the declaration that "The 
Communists do not form a separate party opposed to other working class parties." 


On the contrary, 211 historical expericnce, both in the days of larx 
and after, points to the necd for the proletariat to build a separate and dis- 
tinct organization and to combat all the non-revolutionary and counter=revo- 
lutionary "workers partics." It is important to note that tho opportunists 
take advantaro of liarx and Engels crror in identifying the revolutionary and 
non-revolutionary partics, The Stalinist burocrats as well as other opportunists 
are frequently engaged in sctting up labor parties, This tics the workers to 
the bourgeoisie for whom the labor party operates in the midst of the prolctariate 


ae 


To establish the political independence of the proletariat, no other course 
is possible but the rejection of this false thesis in the Communist Manifesto. 


There are a munber of other incorrect conclusions in the Manifesto. 

Marx and Engels held that the German bourgeoisie would act in a revolutionary 
fashion. This notion was shattered by the concrete experience in the Revolution 
of 1GhCe 
Anong the thooretical omissions in the . anifesto the nost imortant ones 

are thos. Cunline with the intornational phases of the class struggle,’ Taug, ke 

aanifesto cormbotely ontte any mention of: the struccle for the liberafion,colonkes. 
Wie Tamifasto does not clearly formulate the aim of the revolutionary proletariat, 

The creation of the International Workers State, but instead says: "united action 

of the leading civilized countries.at least, is one of the first conditions for 

tho emancipytion of the proletariat." The thesis is false because it does not 
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take into account the vossibility of the revolution starting and unfolding in 
relatively baclward countries, such as Russia, Spain, China, and igniting the 
leading industrial countries. 


The Tlanifesto does not take cognizance of the fact that national antago~ 


nisms are utilized by the bourgeoisie as a political weapon which the ruling 
Classes wield as a matter of conscious policy. The linnifesto erroneously asserts: 


"National differences and antagonisms between peoples are daily more and more 
vanishing, owing to the development of the bourgeoisie, to freedom of commerce, 


to the world market, to uniformity in the mode of production and in the con- 
ditions of Life corresnonding thereto." , 


An analysis of the mechanics of the class strugztle will show that pre- 
cisely in the period of extreme decay of capitolism, antagonisms among nations 
and races ar® artificially fanned to white heat by the exploiters in order to 
divert the attention of the toilers from the revo Lutionary solution of the na- 
tional issucs. 


_ While the lionifesto gives a correct dialectical materialist interpretation 

ee poe development and gives an accurate outline of the eventual demise 
Pat fe) Cc ; Sa ie = at im -y o i E > Cw Pa) . > ‘3 . . 
a rE MORE SER eK acy coven it fails to present a class definition of 
domo ey, anda Str 5 i workers, the Iianifeste states, nnst "win the battle 
of democracy." This varueness sermitted Knutsky and other leaders of Social 
Denocracy tq fight quite eftectively against a clear ahd precise distinction 
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between hourgoolis and proletarian democracy. Any worker checking with Marx 
could find no clarification on this problem, : 
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a one country can draw their insyvirntion from cortoin false theoretical formu 
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ne ee: 


consituting itself as the nation: 
"Since the vroletariat st firs £ i ad 
ba 1 bean nae must irst of all acquire political supromacy, must 
ee © be the londing class of the nation, must constitute itself the nation 
Ghat a Pan has hate ra th ¢ , | ; : 
1t is, So far, itself national, though not in the bourgeois sanse of tho word," 


he revolutionsary proletari oUt iy i pa 

EONS 4 Te RE eet tariat, no metter of what nation, is never national 
1 whe bourgeois or "yroletarian" sense of the word d i 
seeetgeminewiasignse Seed t Wis ue OW » and never constitutes 
eat on LitannGe s | +05 politics as well as economics are international. That 
soevion of the wrolotarlat which constitutes itsclf as the nation after it Snen 
ic ' 4 au rs e Cre 


torows the sonirarote! +4 ; ae 
varows “une nationel bourgoolsie is a soction attached to the policy of tho 


== 


National Workers Statc, a negation of and an obstacle to the formation of the 
International Workers State. Among the first steps which the Bolshevik leader- 


Ship took along the reactionary road was to scot up a Russian National Workers 
State, and did not ereate an international refine accessible to the workers of 
all count#ics, Because of a lack of historical experience the revolutionary 
workers accepted the national policics.of the Russian leadership as proper, but 
the national imprint on the October Revolution could not but facilitate the 
ideology of socialism in one country. 


Nor does the Manifesto introduce the thesis of the International Workers 
State even in speaking of the stage of the disappearance of classes and the 
withering awey of tho ae ate. Evon for that hichly advaneed historical develop-= 
mont it employs national terminology: 


eee ee 


"hen, in the course of dovelopment, class distinctions have disappeared, 
and-all production has been concentrated in the hands of a vast association 
of ths whole nation, the public power will lose its political character," 


It is quite obvious that public Oe wi lit cease cing! 4 politicalsiorce 
net when production is concentrated in the hands of tho whole nation but in tho 
hands of the entire toiling population of the globe, The public power can never 
4986 1ts political character within the walls: of one nations 


TROELIY AUD THE COLMUPIST ANIPSUTO 


t igs no accident thrt the Jenders of all the Intornationals systemati- 
a] -ly evoid discussing the fals so tactical and theoretical features in, theviant- 
osto, They will acknowl age of course, that the prognosis of proletarian 
revolution in Germany in 1818 wos crronoous and that-the hianifesto failed to 
onvisare the hegemony of monopoly Pa eaat and that the prediction of the disa 
necrance of the intermediary classus was a mistake, But they will never:.disscct 
or cven mention the basic false positions in the document. 


To the Stolinist burocracy those incorrect positions cro priceless, ~Dur-= 
pignbist zigzags it concludes alliances with Social Domocracy, with 

S liberals, oven with dismiiiscd Fascists. Its publishing houses have 
rinting the Eanifesto by the milzions of copics and distributing them 

1a Weeal ty among the workers, Tho Stolinists have nothing to fear from the Liani- 
testo anc they manipulst 


ing tho 
bourgeo 


Gf? 


be the woie¢nty intecuracies of the Lenifesto-for theirs 
wi cnds, Ebeis no wonder that the Stalinist burocracy maintains a religious 
atmosnhere about the Communist liwnifesto and its authors. 


ine, Leaders: of the a cond International who fcetishize Larx and Engels, 


C60, wise uwvidize thesfais fe cetics contained in the Lonifcsto. These oppor- 
tunists cooporate with oa out-and-out agents of Imperielism, with impori- 


aliste: like VEinston Churchill and—dc Gaulle, and sceretly « oven with the Fascists. 


iiehirousky Leaders) form anutcd fronts: tabhi social Democracy,’ giver direct 
support: to, various labor agcucies of imperialism and to the Stalinist burocracy, 
They stand to the left of thse Second International and tho Comintern, ‘that, 
then, is the Trotsky cvaluation of the Lanifestos A tow years: before: hisvasas~ 
sination Trotsky made a brief review of tho document and pointed out the errors 
in prognosis put maintaincd significant silence rogarding the theoretical short- 
comings sand the Rigntist tactical lino evident inthe Lanifo 2sto, But Trotsky 
Be or Stop! furtacr and supp..enentod this line with tho ultra-Rightist position 
of "Vorkers Government,” a label concoaling 2 bourgoois government formed by 
oe Domoernts and Stalinists. This position was concocted by Stalin's partner 
in ths Trio, Zinoviev, and officially sanctioned at the Fourth Congress of the 


DTS 


et Yet, Trotsky draws the conclusion that: 


elites 


"The Manifesto must therefore be amplified with the most important docu- 
ments of the first four Congresses of the Communist International," (The 


New Intornational, Jan. 1938 p. 22) 


Trotsky knew full well thet the Theses of the Fourth Congress instructed 
the workors to give support to the Social Democratic regimes fraudulently des- 
eribed as ‘ilorkers Governments." He stands on that criminal policy of Zinoviev's 
first beenuse he aided in shaping it, and most important, because in the revo~ 
lutionary situation in Germeny in 1923 he aided the Stalin clique to spring the 
trap. ‘fhe records in the Comintern pross of those days establishing Trotsky's 


guilt can never be=crased, 


Tho "Jorkars Government" trap officially promulgated by Zinoviev’ at the 
Fourth Contross and applauded and endorsed by all the Lovestones and Branclers 
of the Comintern, wis but the cornerstone of the People's Front Government" 
trap advanced by Stolin's flunkey Dimitrov at the Seventh Congress and enthusi- 
asticolly backed by all the Cachins and Browders.e What Trotsky actually pro- 
posed was that the Communist Manifesto be brought into fuller harmony with the 
political Rightist Tine oF the Stalinist burocrats, 


The centennial of tho Monifosto bears 2 special significance to the 
Trotsky movesent, for Trotsky predicted that: 


"hon the centennial of the Mcnifesto is celebrated, the Fourth Intcrnational 
Will have become the decisive revolutionrry forco on our planct." (Ibid.) 


This proud boast wes in actuality a shot in the arm for the Trotsky or- 
ganization, which always requires ertificial stimulntion to keep its membership 
in 2 hopeful stete of mind, The statement is rich in deception, To begin with, 
it is utterly unsciontifiec to cttompt en ocxact prediction of any development in 
socecty-to be ‘ronchediat a corcain snccific date,- PFarymore important 1s) the 
fraud thrt the Trotsky fourth Intornationsl is a revolutionary force, A close 
investigation of the origin and rise of the present Trotsky tendency cstablishes 
it-to bean intosral part of the Stalinist political system. It was born asa 
movement for pecce and collaboration with the Stalin-Zinoviev-Komcnev Trio in 
reply to thoir factional break with Trotsky in the late Summer of 1923 Of 
the fact that Trotsky's line was peace and collaboration, we havo published « 
wealth of documentary evidence from Trotsky's own pone 


Uninformod people who accepted Trotsky!'s prediction thet by 198 his 
organization would become a decisive revolutionary forcev probcbly understood it 
to moan thet numerically the Comintern and the Sccond Internationsal would re- 
cede into the background, lecving the Trotsky movement in the leading position 
Little is mown of the fact thst in 1923 the workers and mony leaders of the : 
Conintorn virturlly worshipped Trotsky whilc in Russia his supporters had a mo- 
jority in the Moscow Party organization and nocrly half of the mombership of the 
entire Russian Communist Party. What is of utmost importance is the fact that Z 
Trotsky was backed by the most militant and advanced soction of the Russian _ 
proletariat, Unfortunatcly the workers who wore swept into the Left Op osition 
cid not Imow thot Trotsky's opposition to Stalin was a sham like the o NOBLE On 
Of sho British Labor ‘Party to British impcriclism, The truth about Stouin's 
burocrstic intricuc ageinst Trotsky, about Lenin's Testament in which Lenin 
oxprossly stated that Stclin must be romoved was hidden from thom not only b 
otclin put also by Trotsky. Had the Trotsky group been rovolutionary rie eee fe 
hove elocned un the Stalin clique. Not only in 1923 but in 1927 also the Stalin 
gang wont through a serious crisis, Stalin's policy in China broucht the Revo- 
lution of 1925—27 to collapse and there was 2 weve of tremendous discontent 
throughout the Russicn Party ond the Comintern. The ovposition workers rushed 


PP 


ie 


to Trotsky insisting thet the hour for the removal of the Stelin gang had struck. 
But Trotsky, recording to his owm testimony, poured cold water on the spirit of 
his arousedefolloewers’ ond) tolcaithemsthat Stalin must stay.in power, on the flimsy 
prevors thiab tnoy could not ‘take control-on the bisis of the defeat ofitho Chi- 


neso itovol ution, 


yy 


After Trotsky was exiiicd from the Soviet Union he organi. ized large anti- 
otolin Torcos throurhowrt thes torld,foAt tincs in.some countries: the nunoricol 
Surenee Of Nis Pprouns excooced that of the Stlin partics. “This was eapect ally 
Straiing in Snain. before tho rovolut ions Wile the Stalin warty counted hardly 
a hundred membors. throughout Spain, with only. fcurteen in hindria, the Trotsky 
achorauts mumbored in the thousendscomprising the bost section of the Snanish 
mre Usborne ih) thet Trotsky nov.zaent boon rovlly revo: utionary it would hove 
oem nies A teyaniaonee; upon the Spanish masses along ths linc, of;exnosure of “the 

Stolinish Sociel-Domoerntic and Anarchist betrayorss peas eee evidonee shows 
mean chen Mopskywiaine, wos) to: rsbui id the: moribund Sterlinist party, to: zive it 
vitality end -reemit workers into that deadly + brape The combincd Stolin-Trotsky 

Le 


offoris sereraste aipeimeriul Comintern section: in. Spxin bore wich. fruit and 
paved the my for the formation of the Stalin-snonsored, Agana regise.which, as 


could have bean oxpeetid,: sabotrged the vorkers! offorts to .dofsat Franco. 
Daring crm iar Trotelky's "revolutionary" force, ( tho American 
ane somo other soctions in thonartios of tho socicl democracy) gave''critical" 
y 


Saosert to Agans- anc thus in tho historical sense aided the Franco cause. 


Trotsky's pronhesy about his Fourth Internationsl becoming "the 
force” by sich was’ an optinistic drug, it canhot. be de- 
constitutes tho decisve force in tho rise ond consoli- 
woe dvds since "lreiely concealed tis tmner ere eg a 

aha te Bolshovi': Veador PENIDs eeg only a Hublicly dunt cds Ja stoner 
eer Ore CSE 2 Shea sell Te US Loyal opposivtionist, he we 

wie Bloody Kremlin ven Avie Git LS ho rus ro ose tiny more lis 


Sto Gisrunt uvory Oe SEM ePOTY Clee 4 my at the combennial 


esto there 18 no revoluvionary parey to suice the 7 orkors oub of thie 
Svronaie sieretion, ° tho world Dro? voncint is sv irifuntly numba en 


arom oy perce. we the Staliniss, Socinl—Democratic and Trotsicyite onnor= 
buists and virions i-bor fokors, And only a noliticel child or conscicnecless 
Srinerer con seer tio We massos ‘cm achieyo Thoin, omancinetion anil Ghosc 


Peele y £ONCCS Teo in FIT ori On thu Dro locariat, 


ee = COMPUTA ITE ere’ Sores aon” PS rodeo Gariey wat sShiala 
WO. ESUrArCrn Ghers- canoe soe last, snen This eturiralA oectur rs impos= 
tO predict. Ong huncrod goers ago tne Commuwist uanitesyo declared oat. 


Gy Con a0 on aur ive runcor wbhais ae en it Ouse moras, Lbs axistonce 


Loncor competi witli isoeLety," » Aro chose words wre? -.Jo think thor are. 
uae in the technics] ficld thore hos been 2 tremendous dovolopment under 


bourgcoisic has dragged hunonity 
shararisabs kaberara at intor so suficring, 
rovolLts-againset tac youravoisic. 


Sataete ii wat , joie tS a4.) i fe 

Vary bo SOLSEC Vou 2 Coe social Tit} 

ugh a horrible cxporionce of military d> 
exericizting tortures caused nuncrous 
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pounred to bu the successful beginnine of the cli- 


Ona Oe ee rov ei 
ire onl 1917 the Russian boursccoisic, a section 


Gk ti aN cee ois sion ovurthromm. But tho Russi revolution, as cx 
PAE gSe se eeereamee res shovai, wos, Hot thosbosinuineg of the ‘iorld-revolution and the de= 
yolopmony of tho-Internacional.dorkers State, The Solshovik Leadership, buro- 
erstic Gndaussia ae-involonelist, sob up tho notional burocrstic Work2rs Btxtey 


Adarceh saitticsi is 1.9L Whe boricy of ja democratic Intern-tionzl ovlcors Strte, 
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The burocracy of the Russian State, disguising itsclf as a 
proletarian tendency, traps the workers ana continuously be 
bourgeoisice 


true internationalist 
trays them to the 


It is impossible to smash the Stalinist machine of counter-revolution 
without Lliborating volitically and organizationally the key suction of the 
proletariat, the Trotsky workers who are misled into "fighting" Stolin by 
supporting hime 


At the contonnial of the Manifosto the imperialist and Stalinist rulors 
are vreparing to plunge the world into 2 new bloody catastrophe. Is this cc- 
tastrophe unavoidrble? If things are left to continue within the working closs 
camp as tod, the tragedy cannot be prevented, The only path towards scving 
tho toiling messes from the "inevitable" holocaust is the exposure of the dead- 
ly Trotskyite sentinels of Strlin, the assembling of the subjectively anti- 
Stvlinist revolutionary venguard into an authentically revolutionary intcr= 
national, and the destruction of the Stalinist obstacle to the overthrow of 
she capitrlist syston, Difficult «as this vath is, there is no other from the 
terrible blind alley into which the opportunists have led hunanity. 
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At the Trotsky Licnorial necting hold by the ‘Workers Party on Septenber 
5 197, Uo Shachtacn wont throuch the yoorly routine vursucd by all the 
lenders 9f the muiti-loterel Trotsky movement of woefting "revolutionary op~ 
bine" from thd spoakors ) »latiom: : 


Wie do not beliove thet the masses will stond by impassively while the 
yoke is fastened firmly over their necks, while the wheels crind ronorse- 
sac dor ae Iho Bh dont a SE bo a th- +4 , 5 : +s 

losoly to the wor that threatens tho oxtinction of civilization." (Labor 
Hebron grey op LOW) 


Shachtuin does not believes War is an extrenely scricus nettor, and 
408} 3 . n “ry AtmsAniee at ~. 1 Fe as ¢ Sa Ki : 
bie workers will be committing thorselves to 2 terrible fate if thoy allow 
ni3 Nercs atl 4-75 axl as + > 4 Ny a 3 Hy 
this Cangorous "opti onlt to munib their ScnSuSy as wos the ensce preceding tho 
war of 191) ond during the rise of the Hitler recipo, For doendes PERLONs US 
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the war of 191); the leaders of Social Democracy saw the tangible signs of 

the impending conflict among the imperialist powers but did nothing real to 
prepare the masses to act in the contingency. Hany of those leaders pretended 
to "believe" that the masses would answer the drumbeats of mobilization with 
resistance to the imcrialists. And when the workers, drugged with this re- 
assuring opinion, marched off to the battleficlds, the Social Democratic lea- 
ders fed their victims with the poison of chauvinism. 


On what does Shachtman base his "we do not believe"? that is there 

to prevent the mobilization of the workers of the workers of all countries 
for another wholesale slaughter? Shachtman's own estimate is that the Sta- 
Linist burocracy brings, to the masses "not peace but war.! Yet is it not a 
fact that the Stalinist force has secured a stranglehold on the entire eas- 
tern half of the European continent and is making ready for a test of strength 
with the Amorican-Rritish imperialists? And, is it not a fact that the im- 
perialist war propaganda against Stalin has be oon of late enjoying a new in- 
vigoration? Shacntman knows as well as we do that only a powerful Te vos 
ary force in the capitalist world and in Russia can divert the present cours 
of history from the chasm of war toward the Socialist path, But where is this 
forces? Shocht.aan knows full woll that there is no such force in existence. 


And this brings us to the examination of another capsule of Shachtman's 
"optimistic drug." He says: "We see already the rising antagonism to Amori- 
can imperialism "all over Europe, the preparation of the rebellion against it." 
(Ibid. ) 


Shachtman avoids stating the fact that it is the Stalinists who are 
Siphoning off the discontent of the European masses into the channel of Sta- 
lin's burocratic intorests. And the Stalinist burocracy in Shachtman's own 
words, "brings not freedom but tyranny," So without a revolutionsry leader- 
ship what can a rebellion of the workers under the Stalinist or Socialist 
leadership produce, except cither a Stalinist or imperialist tyranny! Let 
us recedd the costly Lossone of history provips this noint. The masses of 

Spain rebelled against their capitalists and | Landlords. But no sooner did 
to struggle breal:s out than the Strlinist Purocracy took the lead together 

rith other opnortunist forces and botrayed the Spenish masses to Franco, We 

remember the Stalinist botrayal of the Chinese Revolution of 1925-27 with the 
rosult that the masses of China were saddicd with the regime of the butcher 
Chiang Reebok In Europe the workers of France and Italy fought the Nazis, 
but instead of liberation from capitalism they find themselves with the capi- 
talist yoke fastened on their necks because they were and are led by the 
Stelinists ond Socialists. The workers of Yueoslavia fought Hitler; they are 
now military slaves of Stalin's punpet, Tito. 


Shachtnan knows all these facts, Yct he is pouring out chloroform to 
deaden the vigilance of the proletariat] 
) 


What isthe situation in the Stalin-dominated territorics? In this 
case, toa, Shechtnan paints a glowing picture of the rising movement of strug- 
elo arainst the Bean dictatorship: 


ye sce already the rising antagonism to Stalinist imperialism all over 
Russian-occupied Europe-- in Poland, im Rumania, now in Hungary-- and the 
preparation of ‘the rebellion against ditties Head Dastlec) 


The opnos sition to Stalin in Hungary, Poland, Austria, Germany, Rumenia, 
Hanchuria and Korea is directed not by 2 proletarian-revolutionary party but 


ol) ber 


by agents of capitalism,just as the workers anta sonism against the eapital- 
ists in France and Italy is under the treacherous misguidance of Socdal Demo- 
cracy and the agents of Stalin! 


In his speech Shachtman boldly assured his wdience that his party 
stood completely apart from the capitalist and Sta inist political mazes: 


"Je are the ANS not of \lashington and not 01 Moscow-- but of social- 
ist independence." (Ibid.) 


Never judge a man by what he says of hinself. Shachtman's party of 
"socialist independence" aided Attlee and Bevin, the labor a ee of capital- 
ism, to the seat of power in the British general elections of 1945. It has 
given support to various puppets of imperialism such as Mickolajezyk in Po- 
jand, has advocated the fornation of a Social-Democr.tic-Stalinist govern- 
zent in France. It is this sort of "socialist independence" that~ties the 
worlers who follow Shachtman to the capitalist and to the Stalinist buro~ 
cracy, cometines sirmltaneously to both, more often only to the political 
stooges of ‘Jashington, And with such a line Shachtinan vromises to make 
"efforts for restoring the independence of the working class"! 


To secure freedom for the toiling tasses of both Russia and the capi- 
talist world, it is necessary to banish from the proletarian camp all the*ir-— 
responsible, fatalistic, hollow, “optimism” anc recognize the bitter truth 
that no independent, proletverian-revolutionary party stands today in opposi- 
tion to the forces of reaction, Quite the cont rary, every party, despite 
the spectacular phrases its spokesman may enploy, is, by the political record 
of its activity, lined up at one time or another vith either Stalin or the 

capitalists. And only when the advanced workers in those treacherous party- 
traps become aware of this deplorable concition anda launch a truly indepen- 
dent proletarian revolutionary party, will there be a basis for spreading 
the atmosphere of authentic revolutionary optimism, For with such a reve 
olutionary party leading the masses, no power on earth will be able to resist 
the proletarian strugcle for the overthrow of its Oppressorss 
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1, the Ettusi.on On The Dissolution Of The Empire 


a re te mt 


Among the mimerous illusions spread today is the notion thet the Bri- 
tish Empire is dissolving, that the English capitalists can no longer hold 
all. OL LUS Secusons Voge vier. Supposedly ° the British imperialists have re- 
linquished their hold on Palestine, _India and Burma presumably have been 
eranted independence. Thus, in appesrance, the British imperialists quite 
weacefully hove been loosening their grip on the most vital territories of 
their far-flung Enpirc, 


A closer view of the situation, however, reveals thet the British im- 
perinalists have simply changed tneir tactics.in keeping their Empire together. 
In Burma 2. financial accord guarantees, protection for the commercial intcrests 
of British citizens and the British-Burmese Treaty provides for a British 
deme! mission to stay on in that country. The Burma government is bound 

y the terms of the treaty to facilitate and assist the transport of British 
military forces when the latter decide that a war emergency exists, Natural- 


ly this provision wos inserted to give the British a pretext to reoceupy the 
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country if this is deemed neccessary at some future time. 


ae heterogeneity of the populations of India and Palestine enables the 
British to set one section of the inhabitants against the other, meanwhile re- 
tainine actual control, In India the division or the country along religious 
lines Servos as a natural stimulant for religious and racial warfare, The cx- 
“ected is taking place ancdebloody clashes in India are a common occurrence 
While these two sections of the populstion are embroiled in conflict, the Bri- 
eee manipulate the incitement and supervise this so-called "independence" of 
ndia. 


Insofar as Palestine is concerned, the deceit is even more obvious, The 
plan adopte< by the United Nations to divide Palestine is tailored to fit the 
British policy of separating the population of a country into mutually hostile 
national anc roligious camps. Both the Arab and the Jovish nationalist leaders 
are attached to the British imperialists. At one momont the British policy is 
to Suppors its Arab puonets and to use the Jews in the traditional scapegoat 
manner, Ab anothor moment the British policy will be effected in such a tanner 
as to encourace the Jewish Zionists to slaughter the Arabs. 

The present fighting in Palestine is impcria alist-concocted, The Fascist 
iurti, officially on the warecriminal list of the i:merinalists, was permitted 
to escane and place himself at the head of the Anti-Jevish movement, Tho Arabs 
aro =sunpplicd wathowar matericls and the-Arab: loncers: aro freo to organize armed 
forces Tor a bloocy Britisheincited Arab-Joiwish strife. 


Ge tnG Spcceicl Position Of British Imecrialisn 
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in the situation of Pritish imperialism which does 
norican or French izmerialism, and this is the par- 
ish working class rofarding the Empires 


It.is obviously true that the French proletsriat is not imperialistic. 
subjectively it is revolutionary, Long aiming to replace the capitrlist system 
with Socialism. Nor is the Apiewtioan! + Worker consciously impcriclistic.sehe is 
not concerned with the problom of «- colonial ompire becouse of the prevalent 
idea thrt the vast territory of the Unitcd States is solf sufficient, The 
American worker supports imperialism and its ware abroad only becuse he accepts 
the story ss this is a longearm policy calculated to safcguard the continental 
United States arcainst forcign aggression, 


The matter is totally differcnt with tho British workers, The British 
orolotariat was "oducated" to belicve thet its welfare was bound up with the 
building snd the vreservation of the Empire, This ideology still persists, 

The foeling lingers on thet not 711 the colonicl advantages heve been used, that 
hope for the improvement of conditions at home Tests in theo maintenance of the 
oversers nossessions, 


3,0 The Reasons’ For THe’ Chance In British ‘Imperialist Tactics 
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Disturbances in the Impire Bhs caused on uneasy atmosphere at home in 
England, end not among the ruling classes alone, With the stecdy decline of 
capitalist stability throughout the world and the growth of the colonial pro- 
lotariat, the maintenance of the Empire has become increasingly difficult, 
Staggering under oppression the colonial mass os press with over greater insis- 
tence for the abolition of the British rule. As one rasult, the British impcri- 
elists have been compelled to resort to the demagogic tactic of "independence," 
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But there is yet another and very significant reason for granting sham 
independence to India and the "creation" of the Jewish state. Riche Dees im- 
perialists are approaching a war situation, The present "cold war Dee 
Stalin and the imperialists is developing in intensity. Charges of aggression, 
of robbery and suppression of opponents are made by both sides, not without 
some substantiating facts, The problem that both Stalin and the imperialists 
-are facing is to impress the masses with the Stalinist or imperialist "right- 
~ eousness" and the criminality of the opponent, 


Tho imperialist propagandists are raising a hue and cry over Stalin's. 
brutal rule in Poland and the Balkans, his marauding in Manchuria, the political 
and military mancuvers in Korea, etc. Yet it is impossible to crase tho signi- 
ficant fact thet it was Roosevelt and Churchill who agreed to Stalin's occupa- 
tion of these territories in the course of their secrct diplomacy during 19 33 
to 19h5, ‘The imperialists, quite aware of Stalin's robber policies and the line 
of burocratic aggrandizement delibcrately agreed to Stalin's occupation in order 
later to raise a hypocritical outery and thus lay down a justifiable ground for 
War, 


Nor was Stalin in the dark as to why the imperialists were so amicable 
in his occupation of the Balkans, Poland, castern Germany, Manchuria and nor- 
thern Koren. As early as the end of 193 and beginning of 194 (Foster letter) 
he laid down the basis for changing the line of his Comintern and no sooner was 
the war situation wound up than Stalin and the imperialists assumed an aggres= 
.Sive attitude toward each other, The Stalinists charge that the imperialigts 
are oppressors and robbers, While the charge is truce it is utterly hypocritical 
because it is the Soviet burocracy which by betraying the world revolution has 
rescued the imperialists and saved their system of enslavement of the colonial 
masses and the international prolctariat. 


One of Stalin's most potent propaganda weapons is the fact that British 
imperialism has imprisoned within its Empire almost half of the human race, 
Be it remembered that this repcats the defensive pattern of argumentation which 
was used by the Sovict burocracy when Stalin occupicd Georgia in 1921 and the 
impcrialist propagandists explodcd with indignation and protests, At that time 
they were hard pressed by the Comintern stooges of the Soviet burocracy and 
could find very little to say in reply, But this time the British imperialists 
will counter the charge with the sham independence of India, Burma and Palestine, 


lL. No Solf-Deternination of Nationalitics Under Imperialism or Stalin 


In the carly days of capitalism when the feudal ties were in dissolution 
ond bourgeois national states were rising out of the struggle between crumbling 
absolutism and the democratically-inspired masses, a number of small nations and 
colonics won their independence, This was true almost oxclusively for the 
Anericas and ondured only in the case of the United States which grew into an 
enormous Cupitalist powers All the Latin Amorican "republics" without exception 
became dependencies of the big imperialist powons, Today with imperialism stand 
ing supreme in the decaying capitalist world and with the burocratic machine 
gripping the Stalinist world, the idea of cstablishing independence for colonies 
ond Lor the anall. countries in this context, it cithor an ompty dream or a de= 
liberate trap, This petty bourgcois delusion has always resulted in futile 
liloodzhed and continuous oppression, In the present- setting the small nations 
are dependent cither on imperialism or on Stalin, And that is why we must brand 
the following notion spread by the Workerg Party headed by Shachtmen as a dc- 
lusion and a snare; 


"To liberate Palestine, to make it an independent domocratic republic 
nothing more was needed than the exercise by the Jewish and on peoples 
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who inhabit it of the clementary right of self-determination, It was and 
still is primarily the task of the most cultured of these two peoples to 
take the leadership in the fight to proclaim the independence of Palestine 
and to defend this independence against all imperialist encroachment," 
(Labor Action, Dee. 15, 197) 


The Trotskyites always cover their reactionary concrete policies with 
revolutionary abstractions. No cbolition of national and recial oppression is 
possible without the socialist transformation of society--and no such transfor- 
mation can be achieved in one country, whether the country is as large as Russia 
or cs minute as Palestine. It is obvious, therefore, that Shachtman is peddling 
fairy tales, especially in view of the proposal that "the most cultured of these 
two peoples" are to assume leadership in the struggle against impcrialism., Who 
are these "most cultured” Arabs and Jews? Shachtman is cautious not to state 
plainly that undcr the supposedly classless label "the most cultured of these 
two pooples" are conecalcd the liberal bourgeois confusers of the Arab and Jew 
ish masses, The plain truth is that in this period of history "the most cul- 
tured" of all the peoples, while rejecting the socialist solution, are working 
for imperialism, consciously or unconsciously. 


Most rovealing in Shachtman's thesis on Palestine is the assertion that 
under the guidance of these "most cultured" leaders all the inhabitants of Pa- 
lestinc, thet is the wage slaves and their capitalist cxploiters, the toiling 
peasants and the landlords, would win "fully end cqually. all the basic demo- 
eratic rightsJ" The distinction between bourgeois democracy which is ea sham 
democracy insofar.as the interest. of the toilers is concerned, and proletaria 
democracy which is established on the basis of the overthrow of all oppression 
and cxploitation, is consciously glossed over by Shachtmang Here are the phrases 
by means of which this political sleight of hand is accomplished: 


"It was and still is primarily the task of the most cultured of these two 
peoples to take the leadership in the fight to proclaim the independence 

of Palestine and to defend this independence against all imporialist cn- 
croachnent, And it is only by acting in this mannor, by demonstrating in 
deeds as well as words that all the inhabitants of Palostine will enjoy 
fully and equally all the basic denocratic rights, that an unshatterable 
unity of the two peoples could be ostablished with the utmost consideration 
and protection of the rights and special interests of the minority." (Ibid,) 


Shachtman, who knows that every people,including the Jews and Arabs, 
have closs divisions, avoids making this separation in Palestine. He develops 
a purely bourgeois point of view which is utopian from beginning to end. What 
he really proposes is unity of the Jewish and Arab properticd classes against 
the Arab and Jowish toilers under tho benevolent cye of imperialism, The Bri- 
tish policy is to keep the Jewish and the Arab bourgeoisie divided, and the 
some policy is designed for the Jowish and Arab masses, 


Contributing his share to the gencral confusion prevalent among the 
workors, Shachtman diverts the mind from the British policy and attempts to 
create the impression that peace in Palestine hinges on reconciliation "between 
the two cnmps:" 

tIn the present situation, fraught with the most grisly consequences, we 
militant secialists do not hesitate to call for ‘cease fire)! for immediate 
reconciliation and appeasement between the two camps," (Ibid, ) 


Wo might add, even if "reconciliation" were achieved, the masses in 
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Palestine would remain exploited and oppressed. The policy of Shachtman's 
Workers Party as well as the policies of Social Democracy and the Comintern 
diverts thc masses of the whole world from the only path which leads to froe- 
dom. Ib is clear that the first step towerd this path is the political extri- 
ention of the advanced workers from the ideological network of class collabo- 
rations 


The Trotsky leaders trail the Stalinist and Socialist betraycrs in 
the ficld of watering down the prolotarian ideology of the workers, Ten 
years ago The New Intornational under Shachtman's cditorship presented an 
altogether different understanding of the Jewish problem: 


"The Jewish masses must recognize that their plight is the obverse side of 
the plight of capitalism and nationalism in goneral, The Jews have reached 
an impasse because the capitalist system as a whole hes reached an impasse." 
Corer sere Lie) 


Manifestly, the present fakery that "the most cultured" of the Jews 
and Arabs could fight for the independence of Palestine and defend that in- 
dependence against imperialism, does not stem from a misunderstanding, 

The workers grouped eround the Trotsky leaders represent the key to 
the problem of wresting the proletariat from the clutches of the Stalinist 
and social-democratic betrayeres of the masses, The first step in the so- 
lution af this problem is the scparation of these workers from their own mis~- 
leaders and the formation of on authentic prolctarian-revolutionary party, 
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AFTER SIXTEEN YEARS OF SILENCE 
(ON TROTSKY'S ARTICLE~"DID STALIN POISON LENIN?") 
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There is one view which is ospouscd by all political tondoncics which 
present a program allegodly for the roorganization of socicty on a class- 
less basis. Tho Stalinist Comintorn, Social Democracy, the Trotsky organ- 
izations and the Anarchists~ all strto that the capitalist system has out-— 
lived ite uscfulness xnd must bo roplaced by a now form of economy ond way 
of life. Howovor, history has ostablishod that tho Socialist ido»l can bo 
plead thoorotically in order to covor up a reactionary policy in prac- 
ico. 


Yoars bofora the war crisis of 1914 tho foromost thoorists in the pre- 
lotaricn camp had alrocdy proved thrt tho objective prerequisites for Soc- 
inlisr hed matured within tho womb of capitrlist socicty, and that only the 
subjective, cl.ss-censcious proletarian factor vas lacking. This deficicncy, 
hovever, which porsists to this day, has not boon accidontal. It can be 
traccd directly to tho frct that the prolotarint has boon misguided by its 
dishonest leadership. 


The besic ~othod of betrayal omployed by the troachcrous mislcaders of 
the vorking class hss bon to paint alluring mirnges in tho background of 
4 catastrophic reality in vhich the ~orking class poriodically finds itsolf. 
This induces tho prolot-rixt to ch-se those mir-rges wd laqvos the capit- 
alist systom safo from ovorthrot. 


One of these fxtnl illusions prosonted by tho Strlinist and Socinlist 
buroer-ts is the troncherous notion thit the bourgeois government is nblo 
to smash the povorful finrneinl-cconomic combines which control it and thrt 
it enn defend the intorests of the toilors. By moans of adroit phrnascology, 
the bourgcois govornment is victuros 1s suddenly chonging its clriss nature 
and frlling under tho control of the zorkers. With this mutition, hungor 
ond cxploit.tion vill bo wiped out rnd Socinlism vill bo just "round the 
cornor", 


By means of thuse mirn..cs, the old mislo ders miintrined their grip on 
tho masses snd pushed them in-1914 into q fratricidnl slaughter in the 
intcrests of intcrn-tion7l financo-capitrls 


The Sovict londors hrve induecd tho Russinn vorkors to chaso the mirage 
of "Socinlism in ono country" «nd support on their shoulders 1 monstrous, 
oppressive, privileged burocrncy. Tho lios of tho Stalin-Socialist leaders 
are belioved by tho mijority of tho class conscious vorkorse 


In addition, thore aro other political forces misleading the pro~ 
lotarint With deadly mirrges, xs for example tho Trotsky leadors. In pro- 
senting their program to the vorkers, the Trotskyites first lay down a real- 
istic picture of some phases of capitalistic society: 


"“Poday a handful of monopolists control the country's food supplies, 
gamble with the health and lives of the people, fix prices and curtail 
production in the interest of private profit, 

"Such private monopolies are an intolerable menace that must be 
smashed. Production must be organized for the needs of the people. 
The profiteers must be kicked out, their control utterly destroyed." 
(Editorial, The Militant, September 22,1947) 
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It is indisputable that the working people must get rid of the cap- 
italist control of econemy. very enlightened vorker knows that. He also 
knows that the task can be achieved only by a genuine proletarian govern- 
ment, not by the very 6-™e -overnment which s-fe:usrds the interests of 
the monopolies and which, as the Trotsky leaders knov, is controlled by ; 
finance capital. On this vital issue, hovever, the Trotsky leadership paints 
a delusive picture; 


"The profiteers must be kicked out, their control utterly des- 
t¥oyed. 

“The food and ather vital industries must be taken over by 
the government and operated under the control of the “orking 
people. A real fight against monopoly means, above all, expro- 
priation of the trusts." (Ibid) 


A beautiful mirage! "The government" takes over the food trusts "and 
otier vital industries," in fine, the ‘hole basic industrial fabric of the 
country, the vorkers are put in control of the economy and are well on the 
vay to Socialism! Presto Chango, and the Trotskyist artists transform a 
capitalist government into a workers government. 


Of course, thesa "proletarian" leaders recognize in their solemnly _ 
adopted platforms that a capitalist government can never be transformed into 
its very opposite. They show here and there that even a government headed 
by Social Democrats or Laborites, or a coalition of Left Republicam Stalinists 
and Socialists is still a cavitalist government serving the needs of the 
bourgeoisie. The Trotsky leaders often declare that only a revolutionary 
party can lead the masses to the expropriation of the trusts and the form 
ation of the proletarian government. But all these correct statements ars 
mere abstract proclamations and professions of faith. Concretely, hovever, 
the Trotsky leaders present not only the illusion of the bourgeois govern=- 
ment vreaking the trusts and monopolisés and turning control over to the wor- 
kers but they supplement it with the assurance that the political instrument 
‘hich can accomplish this is not a revolutionary party, it is not their 
Trotskyite Socialist “orkers Party, hich they gall "the party of revolution— 
ary Marxism." The party, they say, that can accomplish this is a Labor Party! 
After decades of concrete experience vith a host of Labor Parties of various 
colors, in and out of pover, all serving capitrlism, the Trotsky misleaders 
implant the illusion that a Labor Party can actually be a force to break the 
pover of the monopolies and place the workers in control! 


"The final and definitive ansver to Wall Street's inflation— 
hunger program is political actton. Tho political rule of the 
monopolies must be broken by the independent political action of 
the workers, Labor and its allies among the lower-middle class 
and poor farmers must fight for governmental pover through thovir 


ovn Labor Party." (Ibid) 


A Labor Party, no matter how "Socialist" sounding its demagogy, serves 
the bourgeoisie by channeling off the militant spirit and energy of the 
workers into support to the capitalist system. Only a true proletarian, 
ete revolutionary, party can achieve the task of expropriating the mono - 
po ies. 
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It must be noted that the Social Democrats, like the Trotekyites, also 
peddle the Labor Party delusion vith its "vorkers control" and other similar 
optimistic fraudse The "Labor Party" advocates seak to make the American 
7orkers follov in the tragic footsteps of the proletarians of England, 
France, Germany, Spain, Italy and other countries. The chasing of "Socialist" 
"Communist" and "Labor Party" mirages has cost the #uropean masses innuner- 
able lives. Today new tragedies are in the making, and no other force can 
lead the masses tovards breaking the pover of capitalism, can guide them 
tovards the estrblishment of the International Vorkers State than a revo- 
lutionary proletarian movement. This movement can rise only with the oxpo- 
sure of the Stalinist, Trotskyist and Social Democrat organizations which, 


through conscious treachery, are betraying the ~orld toilers to the class 
enemye 
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THE POLITICAL BASIS OF TROTSKYITE TRADE UNIONISM 
CONCLUSION . 


The trade union policies of an orgsnization are but a reflection of its 
political line. Learn the political line of an organization and you will 
automatically know the character of its policies in the unions. This is an 
invariable political lav. 


Let us trace the Trotsky political line and its form of expression in 
the unions. As “e have skovm in the first section of this series, “The 
Period of Dual Unionism," the Gannon-Shachtman leadership in 1928..1932 were 
Whooping it up for the Stalin-created dual unions and urging the vorkers to 
support these Stalinict traps. This -as but a union translation of the 
Trotsky political tolicy. For oxample, the Trotsky leaders ere unashamedly 
speeking of tne Stalinist engine of counter-revolution in the United States 
as our party, and boldly used the possessive “hen referring to Stalin's 
American purty: 
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"Our total vote in 1928 in all the 34 states ‘there ve “rere on the 
ballot was 45,710 an increase over 1924 not at all commensurate 
with the fact that in this election, ve “ere on the billot in 20 
additional states...." (Tho Militant, February 15,1929. p.4) 


In those years, Cannon ind Shachtman never bothered to disguise their 
attachment to the Stalin party and never ceased assuring the vorkers that 
the C.P. represented the immeaiate and final aims of the proletariat; 


"The principle issue of the day is unemployment, and the wage cuts, 
evictions, and starvntion that accompany ite The Communist Party 
hos properly focused the attention of the vorking class on this 
point. This party is the only one in the field thyt represents 
not only the immediate but also the final interests of the pro- 
letariat." (The Militant, September 1,1930, p.l ) 


Obviously, the Trotsky lenders tere determined to continue tieing the 
~orkers to the Stalinist machine. 


The Trotskyites wore repaid for their pro-Stalinist policy in the 
unions and in the dirsct pclitical field by abuse and beatingse When the 
leaders persisted in making public demonstrations of allegiance to Stalinism, 
the Stalinist "ingrates" showed their avvreciation in the customary manner, 
as for example; 


"The meeting: on Wilkins and Intervale, which was broken up last 
Saturday by party members and sympathizers, vas called to discuss 
the problems of the workers and urge them to support the party in 
the coming elections as well as in the day to day struggle." 

(The Militant, July 2, 1932, p.2) 
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Suoh receptions did not at all sterve Cannon-Shachtman from their 
predetermined policy of support to Stalinism. In article after article, 
the Trotsky press argued for their policy and rallied the Trotskyite vor~ 
kers in the direct interests of the Stalin burocrats. At a Stalinist—led 
“United Front"May Day Conference in 1931, thé Trotskyites clandestinely made 
their appearance and one of them succeeded in gaining the floor for five 
minutese The Stalinist chairman apolcgized to the assemblage for committing 
the blunder of allowing a Trotskyite to take the floor. Undismayed by this 
reception, the Trotskyites at the conference sent in a cash contribution 
and submitted a pledge to "aid" in the "ork" controlled by the Stalin-gang. 
This touching profession of loyalty vent unansvered, the Stalin leaders 
returning the cash contribution and rejecting the Trotskyite pledges. (Report 
in The Militant, April 15, 1931, p6) 


It must alvays be borne in mind that this Trotsky policy vas applied 
in the period folloving the Stalin betrayal of the German revolution of 1923, 
the British General Strike of 1926, and the tremendous Chinese revolution 
of 1925-27, to mention the most outstanding samples of Stalinist-—vrought 
havoce And during the 1928-42 period, when the Trotsky leaders vere spread~ 
ing the poisonous deception about the revolutionary aims, policies and in. 
tentions of Stalin's party here, the Stalinist leaders were preparing to. turn 
over the German vorkers to the.Hitler hangmen. The lying assurances of the 
Trotsky leaders helped to conceal the true aims of tho Stalinist criminals 
and screened their preparations‘for betrayal. 


So far did the Trotsky leaders go in this role as footmen ror the 
Stalinist party that “hen an old J.W.. vorker jumped from the syndicalist 
frying pan into the Stalinist fare,fhe Militant shouted; 


"It is a correct step for Scarlett to join the Communist Partye" 
(October 10,1931. p.4) 


Vhen elements in the Trotsky controlled mine union fraction stirred 
restively against the openly pro-Stalin policy, they vere lectured as follows 
by Cannon-Shachtman; 


"We know hov essential the Communist party is,: and that it is the. 
only workers political party." (The Militant, September 17,1932) 


Such was the openly Stalinist line foistéd upon the ‘rorkers by the 
Trotsky leaders. Cannon and Shachtman never repudiated this policy; on the 
contrary, they unequivocally paint their past policies in revolutionary 
colorse They stand on their past and defend it-as their "revolutionary 
heritagee" The Trotsky ‘orkers following this flag do not realize that 
their tradition is rooted in a pro-Stalin policy shich is hidden by a 
mountain of fraud. 


THE STALIN RIGHTIST SING 


The ultra-leftist zigzag of the Stalintern in 1928.42, the notorious 
"Third Period" line, culminated in the victory of Fascism in Garmany in 1936 
This loft zigzag ‘jas originally set in motion to cover up a number of bee 
trayals which had been engineered through a previous rightist policy (The 
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English General Strike of 1926, the Chinese Revolution of 1925-27) When 

the workers becone disillusioned “ith the effects of one policy, the Stalin 
leaders cover up their tracks by switching to an opposite line. “ith the 
victory of Hitler in Germ-ny, the Stalin leaders had to conceal their treach- 
ery and vard off the resentment of the workers by a "new! line. Thus the 
ultra~left Third Period policy gradually gave vay to another ultra-right 
sv7inge 


In the trade union ficld the Stalin gang dropped their dual unions and 
‘ound up as cheer leaders for John L. Levis in 1935. In the same year 
Browder. returned from a visit to foscow and xnnounced a nev perspective: 

An American Labor Party. The American Stalinist Party then moved at an 
accelerated pace to the right. They became the ioudest American "patriots," 
and sang Rooseveltis praises to the skies. In the spring of 1939, after 

the betrayal of the Spanish Revolution, the Stalin leaders halted the ultra- 
right swing and took a few steps to the left. They began to curse Wall 
Street again, they denounced the "imperialist war" begun in September, 1939, 
and Roosevelt's foreign policy. But ith the attack of Nazi Germany on the 
Sovict Union in June, 1941, the Comintern policy was hitched to Stalin's 
diplomatic needs and an extreme right sing vas begun again, and this time 
went further than any previous rightist line, 


In this early epoch of the Stalin right sving (1935), the Trotsky : 
leaders folloved a policy based upon this Stalinist right turn, out their 
line ras modified by the more advanced ideology of the Trotskyite vorkerse 
Cannon-Shachtman pursued the ney Comintern orientation tovard Social Dem 
ocracy, for example; in’ their ofm fashion. In Deesmbur 1934, -the Troteky 
leaders fused their group ~ith the ‘fusteites, a left Social Democratic 
grouping in the United States. In June,1936, Canron~Shachtman led their 
followers directly into the §.P. and roosted there until the end of 1937. 
This period coincided “ith the most critical period of the Spanish Revolution. 
The Socialists “ere in united front vith the Stalin leadership and the 
Trotskyites vere Socialist Party members. 


In 1938, vhen Cannon and Shachtman resumed their organizational ine 
dependence under the name "Socialist Workers Party," more and more rightist 
features ere inaugurated. The advocating of a Labor Party as introduced 
along with a rehash of all sorts of petty bourgeois quack schemes for ren 
forming some of the abuses of capitalism. ("Ham and Hezs plan! "Thirty 
Dollars every Thursday," ete.) The pacifist Ludlow Referendum idea vas 
also taken up by the Trotsky leaders and advocated as an answer to the 
military preparations of. the American imperialists. In elections, the 
policy of the Trotsky leadership, still in effect today, varies only in the 
tactical consideration of ~hich reactionary to support. Sometimes the 
Trotsky leaders vill urge support to pe ple like the Rose-Antoninni clique 
of the ALP (October 1939). At other times it is a plain Tammany Hall hack 
like Dean Alfange (October-November 1942), Sometimes it is a putrid l-bor 
frker like Richard Frankensteon (The SWP in August 1945), or a Stalin stooge 
like Eugene Connolly (March 1941), or open C.P. candidates like Ben Davis 
(The SVP in October, 1945) Within the trade unions this political policy 
“as Oxpressed in support to a Homer Martin , a John L. Lewis or a “alter 
Reuther on the one hand, or on the other, to Stalinist puppets such as the 
Dritsas-Kramborg faction in the Food Workers Union in December 1940. The 


Bee. 


Trotsky policy during this entire eriod was moulded by the ultra-right 
sving of the Stalintern. Sometimes this relationship vas obscured when, 

in a union clique fight, the Trotskyites occasionglly supported one labor 
faker while the Stalin crew supported the other, as Was the case tiith the 
Levis-Hillman clique fight in the CIO in 1940-41, the Uall clique fights 
under the Martin regime, or nov ith the Routher-Thomas faction fight in the 
Ua. Actually, tho issue reduces itself to tacticil differences on hich 
type of reactionary should be supported. Fundamentally, the Stalin-Trotsky 
forces are at one in the policy of supporting labor fakers. ‘This unity of 
political, policy is frequently disguised by support to different reaction. 
aries vho may be fighting each other. Thus the Trotsky leadership emphasizes 
at present that the Stalin forces ore fighting Reuther; therefore, Trotsky~ 
ite (WP) support to Reuther is mado to appear as part of a fight against 

the Stalin gange Similarly, the Fosters din into the ears of the Stalin 
followers that the Trotskyitus rre backing Reuther; therefore the idea of 
fighting Reuther is made to appear part of the fight against "Trotskyism'"! 
Tho advanced political “orkors must not be taken in by this fraud; they must 
sce that support to either Reuthors or Thomases means a common policy of 
tying the rorkers politically to the class enemy. 


The record of the Trotskyites in the unions proves a consistent line of 
propping up a large varicty of opportunist forces, from the Stalin gang 
through the Social Democrats to akl sorts of ovenly pro-capitalist labor 
fakerse ‘when shorn of their revolutionary sounding rnti-Stalin verbiage, 
the Trotsky leaders are soen bo be nothin but a medium for naralyzing the 
vorkers politically. The Cannon—Shachtman groups ara vroducts of the Stalin- 
tern vith their roots outied in Trotsky's role in building the burocratic 
structure in the Soviet Union. 


The path tovard revolutionary trade union -7ork can be paved only by 
revolutionary politicse In the first instance, this moans 77inning the 
ndvenced vorkers from the Trotsky currents vhich tie the 7orkers to renotione 
The Trotsky -orkers know of the dastardly role of the old line labor fakers, 
of the pernicious influence of Social Democracy and of the torrible dis- 
ruptive activity of the Stalinist burocracy. The task of the hour is to 
make the subjective sentiments of these most aavanced political workers 
harmonize with objective reality. Only then can the road be cleared for a 
frontal assault on the Stalin forces and upon capitalist slaverye 


AB. 
October, 1947 


THE TROTS PY S.C HO OLCOTT ee aie TRL copa eos 


5 SASSO SL 
PVPS NANE TEASE MEN SLNE MR SES SL SE SODAS NES ILS S LN LO Laah hg 
SASS SHH SSA SG SSS SSSR ERIE TS hr Lr wr er ar) 


A DISTORTION OF FACTS Oh 
+ THE BOLSHEVIK PEACE POLICY * 


PSEIESLNESE ASANO SSL SA DSL SLN LSS ak CN SANE SON OO 
Kher er koe oacie Karke ierht ay Is ISIN IT TT IN ANT IS TN IN EN NIN NS 


ae) 
ioe) 
‘@) 
eee PKS 


< 4 3S 


wee he 
le 


> 


Editorial Note: 

ce point in tho following artitle is not only dirceted ene the 
Trotsky tradition, but also implicitly carries an indictment of the post+1917 
Lenin policy. For statements concerfiing our rcovaluation of this period of 
history, see the following articles published in our supplementary organ, 
POLITICAL COR UISPONDENCI: 


MEUGLAND: THE ROAD TO A UARKIST POLICY" (Issue ;/ 3) Pie 
HEVALUAPION OF CILIGA'S 'A TALK HTH LENIN IN STALIN'S PRISON (Issue # 
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No matter how ich energy political liars might expend in destroying 
the facts of history, the authentic documentary cvidence, which no falsifier 
ean cradicate, brings the truth into the light of day. For instance, any 
person who wishes to take the treuble of ascertaining Lenin's peace program 
in 1917 can*find it recorded black on white in Lenin's speeches and articles 
and in the official documents of the Bolshevik Party. Wo have taken this 
trouble and’ found Lenin's position on peace as follows: 


"Peace negotiations are to be conducted not with the bourgeois govern- 
nents,but with the proletariat of all the warring cowmntrics." (Report on 
the Tasks of the Russian-Social-Denocratic Labor Party in the Russian 
Revolution, Lenin, Collected Works, Voluric X“, Book 1, p. 79) 


"The capitalists lie when the, circulate rumors. that we are for a separate 
peace with the Gernans,"" (To Tho Soldiers And Sailors, Ibid. p. 183) 


"Je do not want a separate poace with Germany,..." (Ibid. p. 16);) 


"The conference reiterates its protests against the base slander cir- 
culated by the capitalists against our party to the effect that we are 
in favor of a separate neace with Gernmany.,"' (DRAFT 2@SOLUTION ON THE VAR, 
Dds ae 22) 


"The party agitetors must protest over and over again against the con- 
tenptible slander manufactured by tho canitalists to the effoct that our 
party stands for a separate peace with Gerneny; in our eyes filheln II is 

a crowned murdorer deserving execution no less that Nicholas II, end the 
German Guchxovs, i.@,, the German capitalists, are usurpers, robbers and 
imperislists no less than the Russion, wingiish and all other capitalists; 
we aro against negotiating with the capitalists, we are for nogotiating ; 
and fraternizing with the revolutionary workers and soldiers of all the 
countrics; we are convinced ° tne govornnent of Guehkov—-.iliukov is 
trying to aggravate tho situation because it knows full well that the 
proletarian revolution in Gerriany is beginning, and that that revolution 
will be a blow to the capitalists of all countries." (A R.SOSUTION OF THE 
CTA CO TTRSS OF TE. SUSiBIAIT SOCIAL<DU OCRATIC LABOUR FARTY liAY 4, 1917 
Ibid., pe2h6. Emphasis in Original) . ; 


rer 
i ae 


"fhe intemationalist workers of the world stand for the overthrow of all 
capitalist sovernnents, for a refusal to come to agrecnonts and sign ~— 


“ee 


treaties with any capitalists, for universal peace concluded by the revo- 
lutionary workers of all the neha a pecce actually capable of securing 
the Trecdom of every people." ('DISGRACH! AS UiuetSTOOD BY TH CAPITALISTS 
Ald THR PwOLITARIANS Ibid. p. 263, Original Emhasis) 


"A just meace means a peace without annoxations, without seizures of terri- 
tory. Let the German capitalist bandits togethor with thoir crovmed murderer 
Wilhelm imow that we will onter into no negotiations with them,...!{IS Tina 
W ROAD TO SeAcE, Ibid. Book II, p. 221i) 


Ve could, of course, continuc elvis Similar citations from Lenin and 
the Solshevik proses of 1917, but we believe is. liane has been sufficiently es- 
tablished through the above citations. ORS Ys we may add, complotely identi- 
fied hirself with L enin in 1917 on the issue of no separate pence with Germany 
and no negotiations vith the German imperialist government. 


Let us examine now the Trotskyist version of the Lenin 1917 pcace po- 
licy. Jn 1937 the Pioneer Publishers printcd a book entitled The Stalin ooo 
Of ee ana The introduction reads: "This is a bock about Liars an 
Tras... 


That the Stalin burocrats are liars, is, of course, common lnowlcedge 
among the Trotsky workers, ‘shat is not knowm to thon is that their ovwm leaders 
could give the Stalin burocrats pointers in the art of misrepresentation, that 
the book is not only about liars but is by liars, In an exnlanat tory note by 
the editor of this book, on nage 308, we read: 


"Lenin, Trotsky and most of the other Bolsheviks, elle Ee after the re- 
turn to Russia of these two leaders, called for an end to the war, for peace 
with Gernany-- a nae peace if possible and a separate peace othérimisé, 


(ty linphasis-G..'. 


The Trotsky leaders know-very well that the Lenin position was just the 
opnosite from the one thoy naint, 


Why do the Trots!:y leaders, while supposedly exposing the Stalin liars, 
themselves consciously stoop to contemptible lics? Of what value is it to the 
Trotsky fakers to obscure the facts about the Lenin peace platform of 1917? 

The ansver is simlec. It must be recognized openly that after-the seizure of 
nowor Lenin and Trotsky abandoned their rosition on no treatics and no negotia- 
tions with the "crowmed murderer \Hlholn," Thoy acted exactly opnosite to all 
the statements nade by them in 1917 and concluded a separate peace with the Kai- 
SCLe 


Although the Bolshevik leaders made a definite change in policy on the 
peace issue after the seizure of power, the falsifiers of history obscure the 
pre~October prograrmatic position in order to protect and justify the policy 
that was actually nut into cffect. They present a misleading picture of one 
unbroken linc on tho peace auestion, Had the Trotsky leaders been honest they 
would have adititted the truth. Put they must shield their emblematic figure 
and man-zod Trotsky, so they cannot frankly admit that the pre-October program 
was not carried out by the Bolshevik ieadership. 


Honest revolutionary workers will not be oe to look facts in the 
face and they will not be shackled with a blind religious emotion to any leader. 
They will exvose the Trotsky liars whose "struggle" against falsification of 
history is nothing but a pretense and conscious fraud, 


October 19)7 
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